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Imagine you are 20 and you live alone in a flat that

has a net area of barely 350 sg-ft. This may seem
pretty normal in our city, but the cramped size of our
flats should never be an excuse for an uncomfortable
environment. So if you are looking to make the most of
a tiny space then Como Como serviced apartments —
which opened earlier this year in Sheung Wan — is a
book which small-flat residents should take a leaf from.

Como Como has 22 storeys, housing 21 flats in
total. With the exception of a duplex rooftop flat on
the top floor, and a flat plus outdoor area on the
ground floor, the remaining 19 are all of the same size
of 350 sg-ft, with the same partitioning. Como Como
carries itself with a basic style of simplicity and a bit
of refreshing vogue. Ken Fung of APAC Workshop
Limited, who was responsible for this assignment,
notes, "The client wanted to cater for the different
tastes of tenants, so three different styles and spatial
arrangements were created.”

‘Home' is the concept for the first apartment style
— meaning chiefly wooden floor tfiles and leather
were used to give out a natural and warm
atmosphere, and the colour theme is a cosy off-white,
brown, and white. The second is a cool and calm
home, fittingly dubbed *Cool Life’ where black, white,
and grey form the basic palette. Light grey files offer
an industrial touch of cement, while stainless and
aluminium furnishings and finishes increase the level of
chill. The clean lines of the entire space are
simultaneously sleek and straightforward; and grey
mirrors and glossy wardrobes further accentuate the
ambience. Finally, the third apartment type gives a
playful twist to life. A flaming red entrance door
appears immediately as the lift opens; and red sofa,
red finish, and other red trinkets inject a sense of
dynamic vitality into the space. Yet thankfully, this
overabundance of red sfill feels airy and surprisingly
relaxing. The designer remarks, "It is because red only
occupies 20 per cent of the colours, the remaining 80
per cent is white tempering its strong impact.”
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Located in Sheung Wan, Como Como serviced apartments offer three different dasigns for the interiors.
Tenants who are willing to endure the hassle can be rewarded with a new home each manth
Going into the ‘Playful Life" fiat, you immeciately fee g red as soon as you step out of the lift
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03 1 Inthe same 350 sq-ft room, this chilly design of ‘Cool Life' offers the greatest sense of space. But it comes with a prce —
the storage cabinet on the right of the bed is smaller than those in the other two designs

04 1 The fiat is set in tones of black, white, and grey. Stainless steel and aluminium furnishings and finishes enhance the chil
Grey mirrors and glossy wardrobes further accentuate the ambience

05 1 Ina rather small bathroom, giass and mirrors are used 10 expand the visual sense of space

In terms of spatial arrangement, as the positions of
bathroom and kitchen are fixed in all three flats, they all
stick with the original design. As for the arrangement of
the other spaces, that is more up for grabs and depends
on, "the primary concern of what kinds of activities are
to be carried out in the house”, notes Fung. At Como
Como, the period of stay is at least one month, so
storage space and bedding must be adequate.

‘Home" and "Playful Life’ confain the largest
storage space. Since a customised storage
cabinet/wardrobe takes up the entire wall, a revolving

storage rack was chosen o hold the TV set, which also
serves as a screen to block visitors” view. 'Cool Life’
comes with the greatest sense of space, as the TV is
hung on the wall, but room for storage is less than the
other two designs. As a final fouch in each, considering
that tenants would not be keen on eating at home,
only a basic cooking area is reserved in the kitchen.
All in APAC's clever design demonstrate how
different styles and arrangements can be utilised for
great flexibility proving great things can come
deceptively wrapped in small packages.
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INTERIOR DESIGN BEGINS WITH UNDERSTANDING
TENANTS" DAILY ACTIVITIES AT HOME, AND THEIR
RESPECTIVE IMPORTANCE

KEN FUNG/APAC WORKSHOP LTD

06 1 This flat is created on a ‘Home' concept. Wooden floor tiles and leather give out a natural and warm atmosphere, and the colour theme is a cosy off-white, brown, and white
07 1 Since the customised storage cabinet/wardrobe takes up the entire wall, a revolving storage rack was chosen to hold the TV sat, which also serves as a screen to block visitors' view
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